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VISION

“To see Christ exalted in every heart and
every home in West Michigan and beyond.”



VISION
Christ Exalted

MISSION

• Encounter

• ________ 
• ________

VALUES

• ________
• ________
• ________ 
• ________
• ________ Heart of Grace



Encounter God



What is an encounter with God?

“A God-initiated meeting of God 
and people in either reconciliation

or judgement.”



What is an encounter with God?

“God-initiated moments that bring 
transformation and redirection of 

life’s purpose and mission.”



Genesis 3



But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound 
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 

was naked, and I hid myself.”

Genesis 3:9-10

Judgment



He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 

you not to eat?”

Genesis 3:11



The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”

Genesis 3:12



Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 

serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Genesis 3:13



The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above 

all livestock and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

Genesis 3:14



I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.”

Genesis 3:15

Redemption



I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.”

Genesis 3:15

Redemption



And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

Genesis 3:15



Proto-euangelion



Exodus 3



“Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-
in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his 
flock to the west side of the wilderness and came 

to Horeb, the mountain of God.

Exodus 3:1



And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, 

and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was 
not consumed.

Exodus 3:2



And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this
great sight, why the bush is not burned.”

Exodus 3:3



When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 

Exodus 3:4

Judgment



Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals 
off your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground.”

Exodus 3:5



And he said, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God.

Exodus 3:6



Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have 

heard their cry because of their taskmasters. 
I know their sufferings, 

Exodus 3:7

Redemption



and I have come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites.

Exodus 3:8



And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel 
has come to me, and I have also seen the 

oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 

Exodus 3:9



Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring my people, the children of Israel, 

out of Egypt.” 

Exodus 3:10



But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should 
go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel

out of Egypt?” 

Exodus 3:11



He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be 
the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 

serve God on this mountain.”

Exodus 3:12



“I have come down to deliver them out of the hand 
of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey…”

Exodus 3:8



Encountering God doesn’t just mean 
falling in fear.  It also means seeing 
His redemption plan and stepping 

into the mission for Him.



Matthew 17



And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and 
James, and John his brother, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. 

Matthew 17:1

Judgment



And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became white

as light. 

Matthew 17:2



And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him.

Matthew 17:3



And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 

one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

Matthew 17:4



He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased; listen to him.” 

Matthew 17:5



When the disciples heard this, they fell on their 
faces and were terrified. 

Matthew 17:6



But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, 
and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their 

eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

Matthew 17:7-8

Redemption



And as they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision,
until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

Matthew 17:9



And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the 
scribes say that first Elijah must come?”

He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will 
restore all things.

Matthew 17:10-11



But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and 
they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever 
they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly 

suffer at their hands.”

Matthew 17:12



Why would we want an encounter with God?
To  move from self-reliance to 

fear of God and mission.

Why would we want others to encounter God?

To move from judgment to redemption



Where do we encounter God?



“And we have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises 

in your hearts,”

2 Peter 1:19



“I have applied all these things to myself and 
Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may 

learn by us not to go beyond what is written, 
that none of you may be puffed up in favor of

one against another.”

1 Corinthians 4:6



“…and how from infancy you have known the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

2 Timothy 3:15 NIV



Encounter God



“…so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

Isaiah 55:11



How will I plan to encounter God in 
His Word on a daily basis?






